
HCHS student attends STEM program at US Naval 
Academy 

 
Harlan County High School student Braydan Roark recently participated in the United States Naval Academy’s 

STEM Program. The program is designed to encourage rising 9th-11th graders to pursue a course of study in engineering 
and technology throughout high school and college. The program focuses on science, engineering, technology and 
mathematics. 

Student selection is based on numerous requirements, but student accomplishments inside and outside of the 
classroom are key. 

The program is held at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD. While there, Roark was exposed to one of the top 
five “Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs” in the nation, according to U.S. News and World Report. 

Students worked in lab facilities which provide a unique learning environment outside the traditional classroom.  
Roark said he was pleased to have been accepted to the program and to be able to participate.  
“It was all hands on,” he said, noting the activities included robotics. “We did a lot of aerodynamics. It was 

enjoyable. It kept us busy the whole time.” 
“I learned about the different opportunities you can have and about the jobs of the future,” he said.  
He also learned about different applications of science in the work fields.  
He joined 200 students from across the U.S. and the Virgin Islands.  
Students toured the Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C., as well as other national landmarks. 
Roark’s dormitory was built around 1850. He was also surrounded by midshipmen throughout the academy. 

Roark is a member of the high school academic team, having recently took first place in science and second place in 
mathematics in the Kentucky Academic Competition’s J.V. Challenge. He is also a member of the HCHS Gifted & Talented 
Leadership and the football team.  

He is the son of Brent and Kris Roark of Pineville and the grandson of Mary Faye Roark of Pathfork, the late Jim 
Roark, Robert and Ann Smith of Hulen, and the nephew of Naomi Craig, Pathfork.  
 

 


